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Abstract
The continuo sonata, in eighteenth-century Paris, was considered the most Italian of
all genres. Indeed, it was this Italianate quality that is said to account for its
popularity. After the nationalism of the Louis XIV era and Couperin’s attempts at a
goûts réunis during the Regency, the triumph of the Italian style in mid-eighteenth
century French instrumental music is seen as one of the noteworthy facets of this
era. 

However, a close examination of French continuo sonatas from the mid-eighteenth
century reveals that they are stylistically divergent from the Italian models; many
uniquely French elements can be found. In this presentation, I posit that it is this
underlying French aesthetic which makes the Parisian sonatas from this period
unique.
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